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E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELABBR 
SUBJECT: AIFLD PROBLEMS 

REF: STATE 85089 

1. ON MAY 3, IN BRASILIA, JESSE FRIEDMAN OF AIFLD/ 

WASHINGTON AND FRANK MORALES, ACTING DIRECTOR OF AIFLD/ 
BRAZIL MET WITH AMBASSADOR, COUNTRY AID DIRECTOR ELLIS, 

LABOR OFFICER SHEA, AND OTHER MISSION OFFICERS. DURING 
THE DISCUSSION THE AMBASSADOR POINTED OUT THAT THE FAILURE 
TO CLEAR COURSE NOMINEES WITH GOB IN TIMELY FASHION AND 
ISSUANCE OF LETTERS WITH INCORRECT COURSE TITLE WERE OUR 
MISTAKES, BUT THAT AS YET, THE GOB HAD TAKEN NO ACTION. 
THEREFORE. IN THE AMBASSADOR' S OPINION IT WOULD PROVE 
COUNTERPRODUCTIVE TO ATTEMPT AT THIS TIME HIGH- LEVEL CONTACTS 
RELATED TO THESE MATTERS, PARTICULARLY SINCE THERE 

IS NO DOUBT GOB FULLY KNOWLEDGEABLE RE USG SUPPORT FOR AIFLD; 

2. FRIEDMAN REPLIED THAT HE HAS BEEN UNDER THE MISAPPREHENSION 
THAT THE GOB HAD ALREADY TAKEN ACTION AGAINST AIFLD IN THE 
MATTER OF THE LETTERS. SINCE IT HAD NOT, HE AGREED THAT IT 
WOULD BE MISTAKE TO BROACH THE SUBJECT OF AIFLD WITH GOB 
OFFICIALS AT THIS TIME. 
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3. CONSENSUS OF MEETING WAS THAT AIFLD' S WISEST STRATEGY 
WOULD BE TO MEET FORTHWITH GOB CLEARANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
COURSE PARTICIPANTS AS HAD BEEN AGREED WHEN THE PROGRAM 
WAS ESTABLISHED. FRIEDMAN STATED THAT AIFLD HAD NO OBJEC- 
TION TO CLEARING PARTICIPANTS AND WOULD TAKE STEPS TO 
ASSURE THAT IT WAS DONE IN TIMELY FASHION. 

4. FYI: GOB IS AWARE OF USG SUPPORT OF AIFLD. IN FACT. 

SUCH SUPPORT HAS SERVED AS PROTECTIVE UMBRELLA AGAINST 
ANY GOB REACTIONS TOWARD AIFLD. AMBASSADOR AND EMBASSY 
OFFICERS ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS HAVE DISCUSSED WITH 
LABOR MINISTER AND HIS ASSISTANTS THE AIFLD PROGRAM AND 
HAVE ASSISTED AIFLD STAFF IN CLEARING UP MISUNDERSTANDING 
WITH LABOR AND FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS. IF THE GOB SHOULD 
REACT ADVERSELY TO AIFLD’ S MOST RECENT ACTION, EMBASSY PREPARED 
TO RENDER ITS ASSISTANCE. HOWEVER, FOR FORSEEABLE FUTURE, 

WE MUST PROCEED ON ASSUMPTION THAT GOB ATTITUDE TOWARD AIFLD IS 
ONE OF MERE TOLERANCE, AND EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO AVOID 
INCURRING OPPOSITION TO PROGRAM. 
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